June 20, 2016

United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senators:

We, the undersigned 204 national, state and local organizations, write to urge you to keep guns out of
the hands of dangerous people by supporting Senator Christopher Murphy’s amendment, S.Amdt. 4750,
to the Commerce, Justice, Science Appropriations Bill (S.2837) and rejecting an alternative proposal
offered by Senator Charles Grassley that would roll back current federal law and allow those adjudicated
mentally ill to buy guns.

Senator Murphy’s amendment is based on a bill recently introduced by Senator Charles Schumer
(5.2934) to expand Brady background checks to all gun sales. We strongly support this amendment,
which is also sponsored by Senators Schumer and Cory Booker. If enacted, this measure will
dramatically reduce America’s current public health epidemic of gun violence that claims the lives of 91
people, and injures more than 200 people, each and every day. In the wake of the biggest mass shooting
in U.S. history — an act of hate and domestic terrorism perpetrated against our brothers and sisters in
Orlando just last week — we have had ENOUGH. It is far past time that Congress act to DISARM HATE by
passing this proposal.

The amendment expands Brady background checks to all gun sales including sales initiated online and at
gun shows, and it will help to keep guns out of the hands of dangerous and prohibited people like felons,
fugitives and domestic abusers. The amendment will also improve reporting of prohibited purchasers to
the National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS), by requiring federal agencies to certify
that they have provided appropriate records to NICS. Finally, it increases responsibility for individual
gun owners to report their lost or stolen firearm(s) to law enforcement within 48 hours to assure that
law enforcement is able to deter, detect and apprehend gun traffickers.

Most recently, based on research released by Harvard University in 2015, we know that as many as 40
percent of guns sold today in the U.S. are sold by unlicensed sellers, including at gun shows and online
where Brady background checks are not required by federal law. For example, Armslist.com hosts
upwards of 70,000 gun advertisements at any given time and many of the guns can be purchased
without a background check. We know that Brady Background checks keep guns out of the hands of
dangerous people like felons, domestic abusers, and those adjudicated mentally ill. According to FBI
data, the Brady Law has blocked more than 2.6 million gun sales to prohibited people since it went into
effect in 1994. We also know that Brady background checks for unlicensed sales save lives. According to
Everytown for Gun Safety research, in states with expanded background checks, 48 percent fewer law
enforcement officers are killed with handguns; 46 percent fewer women are shot to death by intimate
partners; and there are 48 percent fewer gun suicides. Finally, we know that more than 90 percent of
the American people overwhelmingly support expanding Brady background checks to all gun sales.



Therefore, we the undersigned organizations strongly support its passage by Congress as a top priority
to dramatically reduce America’s current public health epidemic of gun injuries and deaths.

We also strongly oppose S.Amdt. 4751 to the Commerce, Justice, Science Appropriations Bill (S.2837)
filed by Senator Grassley. Senator Grassley’s amendment would repeal longstanding law and make it
legal for previously prohibited people to buy guns. Specifically, this proposal would allow people who
have been involuntarily committed due to severe mental illness to buy a gun immediately after leaving a
psychiatric hospital and enable veterans who suffer from severe mental illness, and who are at risk of
suicide, to legally buy guns. Furthermore, it would invalidate hundreds of thousands of mental health
records already in the NICS background check system.

Senator Murphy’s amendment would keep guns out of the hands of dangerous people by requiring
criminal background checks on all gun sales. Meanwhile, Senator Grassley’s proposal leaves the
background check loophole wide open, and actually makes it easier for previously prohibited and
adjudicated mentally ill to buy guns. We support Murphy’s amendment and oppose Grassley’s and urge
all Members of Congress to vote accordingly.

Sincerely,
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